THE BUILDING OF THE
ALEX THEATER

Mr.& Mrs. Rowell Weilert were already experienced in theater operations when they announced the
construction of a new movie theater in Alexandria. As current owners of the Ritz Theater, they proposed
to continue it as a venue for showing western movies only. Whereas the new theater would be named the
Alex Theater and it would show *first run’ movies.

After the building permit for the theater was denied, a legal battle ensued with Mr. & Mrs. Weilert in a
lawsuit against the City of Alexandria, which began over zoning ordinances and property lines. This
escalated into restraining orders for both parties, two injunctions with a change of venue, which moved
the case to Henry County. A second change of venue moved one injunction to Hamilton County and later
to Hancock County. By August, six months had passed when the City requested to view the property
blueprints that had been prepared by local engineer Martin Burden. The case rested here until November
awaiting a final decision. During that time, the Weilert’s continued to be active in the planning stages of
the theater by ordering a Hammond organ in October.

In early November, the Weilert’s presented the City with revised building plans which addressed the
public alley access issue. By moving the heating unit into the basement instead of the rear of the building,
it provided the public alley clearance. Doing so also provided twice the space for a larger stage area.
Amid many complications, an agreement was reached and in late November, the foundation was poured.
Soon the brick and block work were complete and by late January, the theater awaited the delivery of
structural steel beams.

Once enclosed, the auditorium contained 548 seats with two types of theater seats. The styles were chosen
in April along with pastel colors for paint and drapery with fire proofing of all fabric and carpet
throughout. Soft lighting was installed for the auditorium while the foyer and concession stand were
brightly lit. The building also received the relatively new technology of air conditioning. A separate
“crying room’ was built to quiet unhappy babies, which had the unusual feature of a bottle warmer.

The Hammond organ that had been stored at the Weilert’s home was installed and exterior Spotlights
along the sidewalk highlighted the ALEX name above the front doors.

The Alex Theater opened its doors on Friday July 28, 1950 at 6:30 in the evening. The first movie shown
was a romantic comedy starring Clark Gable and Loretta Young appropriately titled, ‘Key to the City’.

* Authors note:

The following 21 microfilm articles are from the Alexandria Times Tribune digitized and provided by
Newspapers.com. The articles cover February 4, 1940 to July 28, 1950. The microfilm may be accessed
in the Alexandria-Monroe Public Library. The scanned photos are property of the library and are stored in
the archives. Many of the photos are marked with the photographer’s stamp of Leonard’s Studio.
Coincidentally a front-page article about the studio and the theater were printed side by side in the Times
Tribune the day before the theater opened.

Compiled and written by Terri Smith, Alexandria Monroe Public Library. May 2025.
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Start This

Work on clearing the 50x128
foot lot at, 411 North Harrison
street, site o't Alexandrig's new
theater, “The Alex,” was complet-
ed today and actual copsiruction
work will begin Wednesday, R, 8,
Wellert local theater operator,
daid today.

Grading and leveling of- the
Bradley Constryction Co., Ander-
son. Leo Underwood, Alexandria,
is general contractor for the huild-
ing work. The lot was purchased
in February from Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Oliver, whose home I8 located
on the adjoining lot. .

In announcing the beginning of
work on the new theater Weilert,

(Construction

R S U

New Theatre

| four room a

utnmd that he

will continue m""q’.

theltqr at 220 . North

strest devoting "‘;‘w

grem three ta actian 1§ ot
The new theater ﬂhw

enitre lot and will be :

the use of a theater employde:
remainder of the bufiding will'
of one-story comstructlon., =
Fireproof X
The 50x128 foot strmeture
he of concrete blogk and steel and
will be ftire prpof. "l'bi"' '
will have a seating g,

‘| and will be complets k
booth, lobhy,  rest. rooms and..#
modﬁfﬂ ucr’n 'm"lFl m ke
childonir may be taken snd

' parents may still fvew .¢
| while curing for their
| Tha interior (of ‘the s
‘will be ﬂnlnh.‘
‘terials and the'
‘be gir eondlupml W
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Letter To K,

Iy I‘Qﬁﬁrd to the artlcla In your
Mo(dm q 27, 1949 lssye of the
P concerning the ac-
"tlon ol’ Alexandria zoning
‘hoard, lnwhlch the article states:

“Denled a permit were R. §, and
b\ane eilert, applicants Loy, per-
imission to build a 50 by, 128 thes-
‘tre hullding in the 40p, bioqk on
‘North H,nrrlson

“Permission was denlod on tha
grounds that the proposed site was
within the resideptial zone; that
the location designated wag not of
sufficient depth for a 128 toot
structure and becauge the applica-
tion was not .1ccommmled by a sur-
'vey or drawing as required by the
new zoning regulation.

tion from Mr. uqd Mrs. Ear] Oliv-

ground 50 feet in width off of
the entire north side of lot 14 in
Parren P, Painter First.Addition

civil engineer Reg. No. 321. The
‘plat was made Feb. 7, 1949, and.
states that bhe lot is 128 hy 50,

“In conclpsion, you may gquote
us as saying that we are today
(Tuesday) out of town conferring
with our lawyer concerning the
matter and that we will build a
new theatre in Alexandria In spite
of h - - - and high water."”

(Signed), S
R.S. and’ Hmm Wellert

er and the description of the prop- L
erty is as follows: “A strip of |

to the City of Alexandria.” Au- ;
thority for this descrition Is a blue
print signed by Paul W. Phips,!

““We purchased the lot in gues-
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Denied Permit
Work on preparing the

jgrounds, located in the resident-

fal area under the provisions of
a new city zoning ordinance, has
heen going foward in spite of .the
refusal of the city zoning board
|June 26, to grand ubulldlnl
i permit on the grounds that the
lot was located in a renldont!ll
section; that tre location was
not of sufficlent depth for a 128
foot structure called for In the
building specl’ﬂcatlom, and be-
cause the application for a pqr-
mit was not accompanied by a
;survey as required in the new
zoning ordinance. Waellert, how-

'ever, maintained that the lgt 18

of a sufficlent depth to meet
their bullding specifications and
have in their possession a bulld-
ing permit signed by the city
clerk treasurer. Mrs. Marguerite
Humphries. Members of the
zoning board declare that the
permit was Issued with out
authority.

Hearing on the injunction hal
been set for July 14 before Oir-
cuit Court Judge Dickey.
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JELAY HEARING

IN THEATRE
INJUNCTION

Hearing on evidence in the ap-
plication for dissolution of the
injunction granted to the eity in
one of two court actlons Involv-
ing construction of a new theatre
here was delayed until Friday
morning at 10 v'clock when at-
torneys appeared before Judge
John H. Morris in Henry county
Circuit court Saturday.

Attorneys  presented state-
ments to the court at their ap-
pearance Saturddy.

The injunction Invoived is one
based on the former city zoning
ordinance, which has since been
pet aside. No date has bheen set
for hearing on the second re-
straining order, granted by the
Madigon county circuit court on
the contention of the city that
builders of the theatre, R. S. and
Hope Woellert, were threatening
obstruction of a public alley.

Change of venue was granted
in both Injunctions, the second
to be heard in Noblesville, Ham-1|
{iton county.

The two restraining orders
stopped construction of a theatre
in the 400 block of North Harri-
son street, three weeks ago.

Present Saturday ' in Henry
county cofirt with attorneys for
both the city and the Wejlerts
were Mayor Guy Lewls and Wen-
dell Woosnam, council member
and member of the board MJ

WK, -
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8 of two Injunctions, whi
‘halted construction three weeky
- was dissolved -"in - Henry
onlty O(rcnlt court.
" {The injunction was digsolved
upon agreement of the 'plaintiff
city of Alexandria and the Well-
and a metion to dismiss thé
I in which the injutction was
-wah filed by City Attor-

ald P. Jones.

. Judge Morris indicated that the
-'when'
. mber §:

,_* lr‘ vacatlon. -
3 ‘r‘phn a clty
eomtrumoﬂw
'Tgc toning fice has since

set aside until January 1;
960 ms a resilt of publie:pres-
nre brought at a clty council
ession,
Stil holding up- constructlon is
a ‘second injunction, granted in a|
second suff filed by the -city,
which charges that the Wollerta
were threatenlnx obstruction of a
public alley. Hearing on the ap-
plication to make the injunction
'pprmanent is uhaduled in Ham-
ilton county at Noblesville. No
date has been set for the hearing.

—
———
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To be unmln tho court hear-
ing in the city’s suit for an in-
jumction mgalnst R. 8. and Hope
Wellert to restrain them from

%m & 1, l"_ - ; :
mection Case
m'.ethx [y thtnre on land, which
the_ city charges extends ipto a
public alley, a blue print of the
entire block from Harrison street
east to Lincoln avenue has been
ordered prepared by Mayor Guy
Lewis. #

The blue print will be prepared
by Martin Burden -and Paul
‘White of Muncie, licensed =n-

, who surveyed thé area
last week and placad the making
1Iuk )

“Meanwhile *Earl Ollver, 401
Harrison street, has ereztel a
ferice within his property line.

The exact location of the prop-
erty line is the question involved
in"the court action which halted
construction of a theatre in the
400 hlock; four weeks ago, short-
ly after excavations started. The
temporary ‘injunction was grant-
6d at'that time. Hearing on mak-
lu the injunction permanent has

en glven a change of venue to

T county  and att
a“ nd to the hearing
ough the case has 'not
wotn docketed for that date. It
\Wnally scheduled for
iring In: Hamilton county.

Oy!
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county court was ;
by Thdge' Offatt

cock counfy. Cirenit court,

1

Wailert.

Becausg the eov
egtton no final d
rendlored By tHe

behalt bt the eity and five tes
for the deféndants.
Téstinfony “centered about tha
question ‘of wheh ‘thie alley {ivolv-
‘ed th 'thié confroversy Wwas ‘&
tablished, and the alley bounda¥y
u&.: as clalmed as the r&m‘g
strveys submitted by both
city and the ‘détense, 3
Meanwhile the Wellerts d'!
meeting with anéther dels
constructfon of the ! , W
was halted six weeks ago’
n}n@t_‘ﬂ restr. der 1

te ining,

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



Newspa pers The Alexandria Times-Tribune (Alexandria, Indiana) - Thu, Aug 25, 1949
iy <Hfancestry -Page 1

https://alexandria.newspapers.com/image/82562313/ Downloaded on May 2, 2025

‘"T as it came into existence
zta'wiﬁadum publicity, was re
movednfmnmom'mmmnobm ;

m reventing const: is the other ob- s
| ! WMWW b
n brought against the

ﬂmhmmuhw
long as it {s served by officials who let themselves
be swayed and actions guided by small “in-
‘fluentual”, cligues, and with no more recognition
dm‘ﬁu obligation to the people who

it 52

elected

> : Alldtyommhhndmhmnﬁupodﬂm
are elected to serve all of the people, not any one ¢
group or cligue. Surely it would be to the bene-
{it of all of the people to have a new theatre. If
there be other interests desirious of building an-
other theatre, let them proceed also. That is free
competition. That js the American way as it , |

' was intended under our constitution which all
public officials swear to uphold and defend. It
has not been upheld nor defended in the Weilert
case. 5
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Alex thqgtrq
hero, wag ann
8. ellerg,
street. The
an Ind

be d’élt’m‘ thum ‘aid Wil be
hytallod, tempommg
lert home. ,
xrnc lon op uio- w-enert
t‘boln hplﬂ ding
¢ rt rq ning
o m', ;cheduled! fm:l g in
lancock. counby Circuit court
Nov, 14,
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for the judges “to be those from
adjoining co! which possibly
be ﬁ Henry count-
fes. ntiff and defendant will
each be given.the opportunity to
strike one judge from the Mst,

Arguments gpd briefs are sched-
uled to be offered at the Monday.
presented at the Augu#t hearing’

Boundary Issue .

The temporary injunction was
lssued by Madison county Cirguit
Court Judge Joseph A. Dickey and
is based on the cltys contention
that the defendants are threat-
ening to obstruct a public alley
in thelr proposed theatrs con-
struction. Property boundary
lines are involved in the issue.

Another restraining order
agalnst the Wellerts, based on the
eity’s former- zoming ordinance,
was dissolved In the Henry codnty
court early in August after publie
s resylted fn the setting
. 05 tl'lg’ ord‘l_l.x_,lknee by city

whilejanother court action
on the same property line
fesue has been filed in Madison
| county-Superlor court by Mr, and
Mrs, Earl Oliver, owners of a lot
djoini the prp d theatre
site. The Olivers seek to quiet
Utle to the real estate In quest-
fon and §1.800 demages.

Donald P. Jones city attorney
apd Atty C. O. Davisson of Ander-
son are representing the clty in
the Injunction action and Attorné
eys George Mounts of Garrett and
Robert Gemmill and Mr. VanDyne
of Marlon, are representing the
Wellerts,
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WPy

\hu 1, Wellgri
onwﬂt 0
" pnd the y of
were schedul |
Tor a chance zﬂ. )
of the second of t:o ¢
actions brought by the
Mr, and Mrs. ! L which bave
dejayed construction sinee J
The hearing to meke pe
2 temvorary restraining order It
sued by Madison County @irenit
Judge Joseph A. Dickey, was set
for hearing in Habhcock county
court at Greenfisld Mohday, bt
the change ©f venus 18 Expected
to cause another delsy,

Property boundary-lines invel¥
od In the fssue. The city charged
that the Wellters wore th
to obstruct a bublic alley with the
theatre bullding.

Another restralning ordat
against the Wellerts, bastd on 15§
eiiy's former zoning
was dissolved in the Henry
Circult court early in An
public pressure résviled in
selting aside of the -nldllu by
city council.

Wellert o‘“ toduy that the ve-
vised plans, which have mbt with

the .nnnl of the

instead of &
which will allow dtwth pac
for a large assembly on the stage,

Welleri pointed out. s !
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coum FIR WWY

oN méms WEDNESDAY

Work on the Mﬁnﬁo
constructed by My
Weilert ih the m uodm .
'Harrison t, will' be niiuéd
next Wednesday when the
tractor for laying block and’
work moves in with his’ eréw.

Last of the foundativn whs

poured Friday and work has'

at & sttn::‘t'«m until &u tound

tlon lias properly :
vplegate, comm J

Carmbl Iﬁd who ‘'will!
charge oOf ‘the block ‘shd
work, sald his work would
quire only about two weeks |
less workers ‘are ‘ham |
untuvorablo weather, cond 4
e Wellerts hope' wr‘m :
theatre ready for opsration”

June 1.
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andria

baildin
Church

delay
heams.
The

been ¢
ramps

to he

will be
arrive,
were e
week.

THEATRE
CONSTRUCTION
ADVANGING

Theatre construction in Alex-

the new theatre in the old Eiks
corner-od-Harrison and.

work on the new Alex theatre
on North Harrison street, being
built by Mr. and Mrs, R. 8. Weil-
ert, was at a standstill due to a

ioon of the old Elks bullding has

the nudltgrlum today. Ike Turner
of Decatur, 111, building superin-
tendant for the Alliance Theater.

Corp,, is in charge of the con-
struction.
The Alliance corporation has

indicated that their new theatre
here will be known as the Town
Theatre.

No actual work has been start-
ed on the section of the bhullding

Cement block sides to the Alex
theater have been completed but
construction of the brick front

was heing continued at

&, 5 ;
shreets, today while (

in the shipment of steel

roof on the theatre sect-

ompleted and cement exit
were poured in the rear of

used as business rooms,

halted until the steel beams
Weilert sald, The beams
xpected to be shipped this
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The theatre enterprise will
welcomed by citizens of

customer comfort.

{eolonial steel and concrete £ " Softest d'
has risen the guldanee of h--u the suditorium dﬁc
Mr. and Mrs. Weflert and the gen- tre,

eral contractor, Willlam Under- more w
wood. The strongest of metal the foyer, where a new
roofing mow supported by . large stand complete with the Ialesy
oversize structural steel beams'pop corn machines Will be at-
wlhh rest on high Lhick walls of  tended for the bengefit of the cus-

bloek  tomer.
the new m&l&

walls, wiil protect a beautifully|

designed and colorful fnterlor de-| Like

vised to Iuterest the theatre-goer llrem-hlm

in Alexandria. Nothing has been erl’s have purchased for m—
left undone or lll-eonlnnd for itom at “Alex”

the enj and enter t!new idea theatre
of the customer in this new and tion. “the ery”

final declslon: to obtaln mew-
est refractory seats for the middls’

| tertainment  house for Alexan
drians 16 make the inside as tt

\e’ '.,

All id all, every; lmnuon has
been pald to the design of this en

tractive. a3 desirable to use and.
|tine a nlace of entertalnment
tha nintside wHl Fe tn see, with its
sturdv bridk construction enhan
ed with colonial shutters of white
at several windows, with flower
hnves nroviding ereenery and dec-
oration. A profusion of ligh
will: permit the customer to lq
rragant and future billings fro
all angles. {
The Welilerts sald yesterday
that the opening date, while still
undetermined will be made far
enough in advance so that all per-
sons of Alexandria and surround-
ing community of towns may be
able to give the theatre their min-

ute and sll-important inspection.
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‘{theatre on North Harrison street.

Wil ‘s (el “Jilgr Corifer’”
§ permandnt tedturs of thé Times- |
md by msimning s ploture of
mmmatnﬁmm.

Tofaorrow evenlng at 7 o'clock
and Hope (Smalley) Wel-
lert (left to right) will see the
opening ‘of their new “Alex"

! theatre was bullt by the
W&ru 88 & completely new and
W medern theatre bulld-
ing, designed especially to provide
Aldxandiians and others from over
central Dilliane with the best im
theatre cemifort and entertain-
ment. This theatre, which boasts

‘gnul- {20 w.
foddy announced they

DUmerous lnuonﬂonl Ia the In-
dustry, will be open nightly with
2 comtinous showing of the best
in pictures from Hollywood on
Sunday. Doors open Sunday at
2:30 o'clock in the afternoon, with

the show to start at 2:45 o'clock.
Mr. Wellert, & former navy man
of World War II, and Mrs. Wel-
lert, attended school at Garrett,
Irid., ang later were in the fur-
niture business at Auburp, Ind.
During the construction, from

_ |the breaking of ground on North
| Harrison street,

every detail of
consirdction has been under the
personal supervision of Mr. and
Mrs. Wellert. Both have seen to it
that every plece of material us-
ed In this new amnd large house
has heen up to the high standacd
they planned for the theatre,
There are b¢8 seats in thls
theatre, all of the newest and wost

| modern design. Every inch of fab-

ric used in the butlding has baaa
treated for firenroofing and parc-
ticular attenrion %“a3 been pa'd
to requirements of al! safety and
fire codes. Mr. and Mrs, Wellert
have gone to grealest possible
lengths to see to it that the “Alex"
theatre becomes the enfertaloment
center of Alexandria snd will be
on hand tomor-ow evening o
greet their- many friends.
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citisens tu view the colorful ex-

pwell aud Hope Wellert hive
nothing undone In seelhg
[that everything In the “Alex”

more modern entertainment cen-
ters of the m

Hostesses for the opemning day

are Miss Phyllis
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Alex Theatre

FRIIDAY SATURDAY

DOROTHY. McQUIRE |

| - and |
 “Mother Didn’t Tell Me”
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