Alexandria Monroe Public Library Meeting Minutes:  May 8, 2025

1. Call to Order- Meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM by Vice President Laura Jean Rowe. Members present include Marnie Zeller, Monica Etchison, Laura Jean Rowe, Jill Thomas, and Brad Sowinski. Members absent included John Dockrey, Missy Giles, and Kim Terry. 

2. Approval of last month’s meeting’s reports: Monica motioned to approve. Jill seconded. Board approved. **Exception: the meeting minutes for the months of March and April 2025 will need to be approved at the next meeting. (There were not enough members (a quorum) that were present at the previous meetings to approve this month).

3. Old Business- 

a) Laura brought up again the idea of setting up a puzzle swap area inside the library. There would be no need to check out these items and no extra work for the librarians. Patrons could take and leave puzzles at will and there would be no due date. 

4. New Business-
N/A 

5. Director’s Report: All banks have balanced. 

Administration: Brad attended a lunch with Edra Waterman (Anderson Public Library) and Lynn Hobbs (Pendleton Public Library) to discuss possible county-wide collaborations in the future. 
 
Tech Services: There is currently an issue with Baker and Taylor purchases placed on backorder. Rachael is keeping an eye on it.

Maintenance and repairs: Dave has returned from injured reserve. Thanks to Bill Hirst for filling in. We received notice from INDOT about grading the soil on the south lot by Washington Street to a safe mowing level. There is no fee for the service but they needed permission for right of entry. 

Adult Services: Teri keeps finding historical documents to add to our local history collection. She has recently completed Volume 2 of Alexandria Vice, a compilation of newspaper articles noting intriguing crimes from our town’s past. Carol’s Christian Fiction Book Club had a nice turnout for the April meeting.

Programming and Youth Outreach: The Art Showcase ran until May 4th. 41 pieces of art were submitted and shared by the community! Stacy met with the Alex paper which resulted in a front page article in the May 7th edition. The article explained the 1000 Books before Kindergarten program. The article also gave notice of the Summer Reading Program. Brad and Addy visited AMHS during lunch to promote Mental Health Awareness Month. Staff will be sharing the info at the AMES FunFest and will have Summer Reading signups. Brad and student teacher Trey Whitted met with Mrs. Bivens’ English class to assist with a project focusing on the history of local buildings. Terri’s plethora of information binders were well received and appreciated.


6. Librarian’s Report: For the most part, counts are up. Door Count was down. There has been an increase in Equipment Assists. 

7. Treasurer’s Report
a) Financial Report: Banks are balanced. There was an interest gain of $3273 with a 4.2906% yield.
b) Register of Claims: Jill motioned to pay claims 164-206. Marnie seconded. Board approved.

8. Announcements: Brad and Sarah mentioned that for the next meeting the Board needs to think about what projects will need to be done or what we would like to see done. Budgets for these will be discussed. Jill and Marnie both mentioned they will not be at the June meeting due to traveling. 

9. Public Comments: None

10. Adjournment: Monica made the motion to adjourn at 6:44 PM. Jill seconded. Board approved. 

Respectfully submitted,
Marnie Zeller

Next meeting date: Thursday, June 12th at 6 pm. 









